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Woe  unto  them  that  call  evil  good,  and  good  evil ; 
that  put  darkness/or  light,  and  tight  for  darkness  ; 
that  put  bilierfor  sweet,  and  sweet  for  bitter.  W oe 
unto  them  that  arc  wise  in  their  own  eyes,  and 
prudent  in  thetr  own  signt.  IsaiRli  v.  SO”—!. 

Mr.  Emmons,  iu  his  Seimous,  page  47, 
says,  And  we  all  know  lhal  darkucss  ren¬ 
ders  light  more  visible  ;  aud  light  renders 
darkness  more  visible.  Just  so  die  dark¬ 
ness  of  error  renders  the  light  of  truth 
more  visible,  and  the  light  ol  truth  renders 
the  darkness  of  error  more  visible.’’ — Docs 
it  indeed  ?  strange  !  (and  may  I  not  say 
with  Paul  ?)  vain  philosophy  ;  for  I  always 
understood  that  darkness  was  produced  in 
consequence  of  the  absence  of  light ;  and 
by  the  rays  of  light,  darkness  disappears. 
But  if  darkness  renders  light  more  visible, 
the  more  darkues  we  have,  the  more  light 
we  have,  or  the  darker  the  dungeon  in  which 
a  man  is  confined,  the  more  light  he  has  in 
that  dungeon  in  which  there  is  no  light  at  all. 

But  1  shall  venture  to  examine  the  Cal- 
vinian  Babel  of  confusion  more  closely,  and 
try  the  strength  of  the  “  hay,  wood  and 
stubble”  of  which  it  is  built.  Mr.  Em¬ 
mons  says,  page  48,  Aimenianism  illus¬ 
trates  the  truth  of  Calvinism and  to  illus¬ 
trate  is  to  give  light  or  brighten  with  light : 
Calvinism  must  therefore  be  a  dark  planet 
like  the  Aioon,  which  borrows  all  its  light 
from  the  Sun  ;  and  Armenianism  must  be 
a  luminous  body  of  truth,  illuminating  the 
dark  planet  of  Calvinism,  as  Paul  saith, 
Eph.  5 — 11,  “  Fop  whatsoever  doth  make 
manifest  is  light  therefore  if  what  the 
Calvinists  call  darkness,  gives  light,  it 
must  be  truths  for  truth  is  light,  as  the 
Psalmist  saith,  thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto 
my  f^et,  and  a  light  unto  my  path  :  and 
thus  it  evidently  appears,  from  the  confes¬ 
sion  of  Mr.  £.  that  the  Calvinists  are  the 
very  people  who  virtually  change  the  truth 
of  God  into  a  lie,  by  putting  light  for 
darkness  and  daikness  for  light. 


The  author  of  the  Sermon  from  which  1 
selected  the  above  quotations,  has  been  la¬ 
boring  to|prove  the  moral  necessity,  to  exhi¬ 
bit  the  benefits  derived  from  herisies  in  the 
Christian  church  in  all  ages  of  the  world  ; 
and  also  to  shew  that  it  is  the  choice  of  God 
that  they  should  exist  for  two  purposes  : 
first  to  give  light  to  Calvinism,  which  Mr. 
E.  calls  truth;  and  secondly,  as  a  mean 
through  which  he  says  God  prepares  men 
for  destruction  ;  “  God  chooses  that  there 
should  be  herisies  in  the  church,”  page  48. 
But  in  page  57,  Mr.  E.  says  “If  the  Gos¬ 
pel  had  always  been  preached  fully  and 
plainly,  it  is  hard  to  conceive  how  herisies 
and  fatal  errors  should  have  abounded  sc 
so  much  in  every  age  and  in  every  part  of 
of  the  world.” 

Therefore  Mr.  E.  concludes,  that  if  the 
apostolic  and  modern  ministers  had  preach¬ 
ed  the  Gospel  as  they  ought  to  have  done, 
it  would  be  hard  to  conceive  how  God  would 
have  obtained  the  object  of  his  choice  in 
the  ancient  and  present  use  of  herisies  ia 
the  church. 

Here  the  reader  will  notice  that  Mr.  E. 
charges  the  bad  eflTect  of  herisies  to  the 
choice  of  God,  and  then  contradicts  him¬ 
self,  and  lays  it  to  the  negligence  of  the 
apostles  and  modern  ministers,  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  mode  of  reasoning,  if  they 
had  been  faithful,  would  have  prevented  the 
choice  of  God,  and  deprived  the  poor  Cor- 
inihian  and  all  the  Cal  vinian  chuiches  of  the 
only  evidence  by  which  they  could  know 
that  they  were  approved  of  God :  Again, 
page  56,  “  God’s  design  in  heresies,  is  to 
purge  the  pure  churches  from  their  cor¬ 
rupt  members.”  All  heresy  is  sin;  and  all 
sin  is  of  the  devil ;  and  according  to  Mr. 
E.’s  hypothesis,  God  makes  use  of  sin  as  u 
purgative,  to  purge  away  itself;  which  a- 
grees  with  the  saying  of  the  Pharisees, — 
casteih  out  devils  by  Beelzebub  ti  c 
prince  of  devils.” 
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And  this  accounts  for  the  Calvinists  al¬ 
ways  complaining  of  indwelling  sin,  because 
instead  of  purifying  themselves  'Sin  obey¬ 
ing  the  truth  through  the  spirit/*  they  en¬ 
deavor  to  wash  their  robes  and  make  them 
clean  in  the  muddy  water  of  Calvinian  er¬ 
ror,  and  not  by  faith  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  wIjicIi  John  asserts  “  clcanseth  us 
from  all  sin.*^ 

And  what  a  wretched  state  must  the  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  in  before  Armenian  light 
shone  among  them.  But  blessed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord,/‘  the  people  that  walked 
in  darkness,  (in  this  vicinity  and  elsewhere) 
have  seen  a  great  light — they  that  dwell  in 
the  laud  of  the  shadow  of  death,  upon  them 
bath  the  light  shined.’^  Therefore,  as  the 
apostle  saith,  “  The  night  is  far  spent,  and 
the  day  is  at  hand,  let  us  therefore  cast  off 
the  works  of  darkness,  [Calvinism]  and  let 
us  put  on  the  armour  of  light :  For  he  that 
in  these  things  serveth  Christ,  is  accepta¬ 
ble  to  God  :  For  God  is  light,  aud  in  him  is 
uo  darkness  at  all.  If  we  say  we  have  fel¬ 
lowship  with  him,  and  walk  in  darkness, 
[sin]  we  lie,  and  do  not  the  truth  :  But  if 
we  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light, 
we  have  fellowsnip  one  with  another,  and 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  his  son,  cleaus- 
elh  us  from  all  sin.** 

But  the  advocates  for  righteous  sinners, 
who  justify  the  wicked  for  a  reward,  call 
this  doctrine  ot  St.  John,  darkness,  and  no 
wonder,  for  Satan  himself  was  transformed 
into  an  angel  of  light,  when  he  said  unto  the 
woman,  ye  shall  not  surely  die,**  for  the 
fruit  is  good  to  make  you  wise,  and  by  thus 
putting  darkness  for  light,  and  light  for 
darkness,  he  was  but  loo  successful  with 
the  once  happy  pair,  and  encouraged  by  his 
former  success,  he  still  preaches  the  same 
doctrine,  and  succeeds  too  frequently  by 
leading  men  to  live  in  sin  ;  for  John  saiih, 

he  that  committeth  sin  is  of  the  devil  _ 

And  again,  it  is  the  prince  of  the  power  of 
the  air,  [darkness]  that  worketh  in  the 
children  of  disobedience. 

But  how  different  the  state  of ’the  righ- 
teous,  as  described  by  the  Apostle — Some¬ 


time  ye  were  darkness,  but  now  are  ye  light 
in  the  Lord  ;  and  let  your  light  so  shine, 
that  others  seeing  your  good  [not  your  sin¬ 
ful]  works,  may  glorify  your  Heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther  :  Seeing  ye  have  purified  your  souls 
in  obeying  the  truth,  through  the  spirit ; 
For  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Je¬ 
sus  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  sin 
and  death.** — Rom.  viii. — 2. 

And  Christ  said  to  his  Apostles,  Now  ye 
are  clean  through  the  word  which  I  have 
spoken  unto  you.  To  be  clean  is  to  be  ho¬ 
ly,  which  I  ihink  none  will  dare  to  deny : 
Hence  he  said,  “  ye  arc  the  light  of  the 
world.** 

Therefore  the  Calvinists  put  darkness 
for  light,  when  they  set  themselves  up  as 
being  the  only  true  followers  of  Christ,  for 
“  while  they  promise  them  liberty,  they 
themselves  are  the  servants  of  corruption  j” 
and  if  the  servants  of  corruption,  then  the 
servants  of  sin,  for  he  to  whom  ye  yield 
yourselves  servants,  to  obey ;  his  servants 
ye  are  whether  of  sin  unto  death ;  or  of 
obedience  unto  righteousness:  For  the 
light  of  the  righteous  rejoiceih,  but  the 
lamp  of  the  wicked  shall  be  put  out  ;**  that 
is,  their  empty  show  of  external  appear¬ 
ance,  while  their  “  hearts  are  deceitful 
above  all  things,*'  will  be  made  to  disap¬ 
pear  by  the  more  glorious  light  of  those 
that  are  truly  righteous  :  For  the  “path  of 
the  just  is  as  the  shining  light,  that  shincth 
more  and  more,  ujto  the  perfect  day  :  That 
ye  may  be  blameless  aud  harmless — the 
sons  of  God,  without  rebuke,  in  the  midst 
of  a  crooked  and  perverse  nation,  among 
whom  ye  shine  as  lights  in  the  world.’* 

But  such  characters  as  these,  that  are 
blameless  and  harmless  and  without  re¬ 
buke,  the  Calvinists  set  down  as  hypocrites 
and  call  them  darkness.  But  Christ  and 
his  apostles  call  them  the  light  of  the  world, 
in  contradistinction  to  the  Pharasees,  which 
were  full  of  indwelling  sin.  Now,  from 
the  above  statements,  we  may  easily  leani 
that  the  Calvinists  put  darkness  [sinners] 
for  light;  and  light  [the  righteous]  for  dark¬ 
ness,  as  saith  the  prophet. 
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Mr.  E.  says,  page  58,  ‘‘Let  those  who 
arc  approved  now  manifest  themselves,  by 
raising  the  strongest  barriers  against  here¬ 
sy.^*  It  seems  by  this,  that  Mr.  E.  is 
afraid  that  God  will  purge  the  Calviniaii 
churches  by  Armenian  truth,  till  there  is 
none  left ;  and  I  think  his  fears  are  not  with¬ 
out  foundation.  However,  it  seems  he  has 
<liscovered  a  plan  to  prevent  the  illustration 
of  Calvinism,  and  so  save  the  non-clect 
heretics  from  destruction,  and  thus  like 
Haman,  he  becomes  his  own  exploder  upon 
his  own  Babel  of  unconditional  election 
and  reprobation  ;  and  he  seems  fully  deter¬ 
mined  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  and  it  is 
very  evident  if  he  and  his  colleagues  should 
continue  but  a  few  years  longer,  and  deal 
out  their  doctrine  as  plain  as  they  do  of 
lute,  the  work  will  be  done,  and  the  dark 
planet  of  Calvinism  will  disappear,  no 
more  to  eclipse  the  truth  of  God’s  word  : 
But  if,  ou  the  contrary,  they  slionkl  extir¬ 
pate  Armenianism.Culvinisin  would  appear 
as  it  is,  in  its  true  light,  a  useless  system 
of  error,  as  it  always  has  been,  and  its  un¬ 
happy  votaries  would  then  find  themselves 
in  heathen  daikness,  the  shroud  of  their 
own  hideous  system. 

Mr.  Emmons  says  Armenianism  gives 
light;  hence  it  must  be  ilie  pure  doctrine 
ol  the  Gospel,  for  Paul  suiili,  The  Gospel 
is  a  glorious  light :  And  again,  it  must  be 
a  system  of  truth,  for  we  read  that ‘‘ by 
mercy  and  truth  iniquity  is  purged,  and  by 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  men  depart  from  evil : 
For  every  one  that  docih  evil  haieth  the 
light,  neither  comeih  to  the  light,  lest  his 
his  deeds  should  be  reproved.” — John  3, 
20. 

The  cause,  then,  why  Calvinists  hate  Ar- 
meriianism  is  fully  explained  by  St.  John 
for  he  says  it  is  because  their  deeds  are 
evil ;  “  But  he  that  doelh  truth,  cemeth  to 
the  light,  that  his  deeds  may  be  made  man¬ 
ifest  that  they  are  wraught  in  God  And 
thus  thousands  of  the  unhappy  victims  of 
Calvinism  have  fled  for  life  and  light  to  Ar¬ 
menian  churches,  and  have  been  made  to 
rejoice  that  they  have  been  brought  “  from 


darkness  [Calvinism]  to  light ;  and  from 
the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.** 

WESLEY. 

A  view  of  Sl»  PauVs  doctrine  of  Election,  laid 
down  in  Ephesians  I,  That  Election  consists  in 
God'^s  choosings  from  the  beginning  of  the  worlds 
that  the  should  fsow  share  through 

faiths  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  of  Christy  to* 
gether  with  the  believing  Jews^  who  rkfoke 
were  alone  the  nation  and  farti#- 

ULAR  PEOPLE  q/*  God, 

The  design  of  the  Apostle  in  his  Epis¬ 
tle  to  the  Ephesians  is  twofold.  In  the 
three  first  chapters  he  extols  their  election, 
ill^ir  free  vocation,  and  the  unspeakable 
privileges  of  both  ;  and  in  the  three  last, 
he  exhorts  iheni  to  walk  worthy  of  their 
election  and  calling  ;  warning  them  against 
Antinomian  deceivers ;  and  threatening 
them  with  the  loss  of  their  heavenly  inher¬ 
itance,  if  they  followed  their  filthy  tenets 
and  immoral  example.  This  Epistle,  there¬ 
fore,  is  a  compendium  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment. 

To  he  a  little  more  explicit :  In  the  three 
first  chapters  St  Paul  endeavors  to  im¬ 
press  the  hearts  of  the  Ephesians  with  a 
deep  sense  of  God’s  free  grace  in  Christ 
.Jesus,,  whereby  he  had  compassionately 
calledy  and  of  consequence  mercifully  elec¬ 
ted  them,  ignorant  and  miserable  sinners 
of  the  Gentiles  as  they  were,  to  partake 
of  all  the  blessings  of  the  Christian  dis¬ 
pensation.  The  apostle  tries  to  enflame 
them  with  grateful  love  to  Christ,  lor  set¬ 
ting  them  on  a  level  with  his  peculiar  fieo^ 
pie  the  Jews,  to  whom  pertained  the  adop¬ 
tion^  and  the  glory ^  and  the  cox^enants,  and 
the  giving  of  the  law.  and  the  service  of 
Gody  and  the  [[explicit]  premises  ;  whose 
were  the  fathers^  and  of  whom  Christ 
camcy  as  concerning  the  fesh. 

I'o  prove  that  this  is  St.  Paul’s  design, 
I  produce  his  own  words,  with  short  illus¬ 
trations  in  brackets.  ‘  Rtmember,’  says 
he,  ‘  that  yc  were  in  time  past  Gkntilks 
in  the  flesh,  called  uncirciimcuion  by*  the 
circumcision,  &c.*  \jibhorred  by  the  cir¬ 
cumcised  JewSn  because  you  were  uncir¬ 
cumcised  Heathens,  Remember"^  ‘  that  at 
that  lime,  ye  were  without’ [[/Ac 
q/]  ‘  Christ*  ^not  having  so  much  as  heard 
of  the  AicssmA]  ‘  being  aliens  from  the 
commonwealth  of  Israel,’  \Jiatif)g  the  Jews^ 
and  being  hated  by  them f\  ‘strangers  to 
the  covenant  of  promise*  \jivhich  God  had 
made  with  Abraham^  I,^aac,,  and  Jacob^ 
‘  having  no*  ^covenant]  *  hope,  and  with¬ 
out  |_a  covenant'^  ‘  God  in  the  world.  But 
now  in  Christ  Jesus’  [ivho  has  sent  us 
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(0  all  the  ivorld^  to  fireach  the  Gosfiel  to 
every  creature,^  ‘Ye’  ^Gentiles^  ‘who 
were  someiimes  afar  off*,  are  ma<lc  nigh 
by  the  blood  of  Christ  ;  for  he  is  our 
peace,  who  hath  made  both*  [Jews  and 
Gentiles^  •  one,  and  hath  broken  down  the 
middle  wall  of  partition  between  us,  &c. 
that  he  might  reconcile  both*  and 

Gentiles'^  *  to  God,  <tc.  by  the  cross ;  hav¬ 
ing  slain  the  enmity  thereby  :  and  came  and 
preached  peace  to  you*  [Gentiles]  <  who 
were  afar  off,  and  to  them  that  were  nigh* 
[that  isi  to  the  Jews  ’]  ‘  For  through  him 

we  BOTH  [Jews  and  Gentiles]  ‘  have  ac¬ 
cess  by  one  spirit  unto  the  Father.  Now 
therefore,  ye*  [Gentiles]  ‘  are  no  ni^re 
strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow-citi¬ 
zens  with  the*  [Jewish]  *  saints,  and  of  the 
household*  [or  /leculiar  /ieo/ile[  ‘  of  God  : 
and  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the’ 
[Christian]  ‘  apostles,  and*  [Jewls/i\  ‘  pro¬ 
phets;  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the 
chief  corner  stone*  {which  unites  the  Jews 
and  Gentiles  who  believe  as  a  corner  stone 
joins  the  two  walls  which  mat  u/ion  it^)  &c. 

•'  In  whom  you  also*  [Gentiles  cf  E/ikesus) 
‘are  builded  together*  (with  us  believing 
Jews)^{ox  an  habitation  of  God  through 
the  spirit.* — Eph.  ii.  11  f^c. 

The  apostle  explains  his  meaning  still 
more  clearly  in  the  next  chapter.  ‘  For 
this  cause*  (namely^  that  you  might  be 
ifuickened  together  with  us  unto  Christy 
hat  you  might  be  raised  u{i  together^  and 
placed  together  with  us  in  heavenly  firivi^ 
leges  in  or  by  Jesus  Christ :)  ‘  For  this 
cause,  I  Paul  am  the  prisoner  of  Christ 
for  you,  Gentiles  ;  if  ye  have  heard  of 
the  DISPENSATION  OF  THF  GRACE  ofGod, 
which  is  given  to  you-tvard :  how  he  made 
known  to  me’  [once  a  Jewish  bigot )  ‘  ilic 
inysterv,  Sec.  that  the  Gentiles  should  be 
!ollow-heirs  and  of  the  same  body,  and 
PARTAKERS  OF  THE  PROMISE  OF  ChRIST 
i»y  the  Gospel,  whereof  I  am  made  a  min¬ 
uter,  ^.:c.  that  I  shculd  preach  among  the 
Gentiles’  [as  Peter  does  among  the 
Jews)  ‘  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ, 
Uz.  Wherefore  I  desire  that  ye  faint  not 
;.t  my  tribulations  for  yoiJ  {Gentiles) 

*•  which  is  your  glory.* — Eph.  iii.  1  — 13. 

The  two  preceding  paragraphs  are  two 
keys  which  St.  Paul  gives  us  to  open  his 
meaning  with,  and  to  make  us  understand 
God's  eternal  purpose^  which  he  purpose 
t  d  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord^  of  gathering 
tul  things  in  Christy  by  calling  the  Gentiles 
?  >  be  partakers  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  as 
'  vll  as  the  Jews;  a  mystery  this,  which 
••  id  been  hid  in  God  from  the  beginning  of 


the  world,  Eph.  iii.  9 ;  God  having  then 
purposed  to  take  the  Gentiles  into  ihe  cov¬ 
enant  of  peculiarity  :  Although,  for  par¬ 
ticular  reasons,  he  did  it  only  iu  St.  Paul’s 
days,  and  chiefly  by  his  instrumentality. 
What  pity  is  it  then,  that  Calvinists  should 
cast  the  veil  of  ‘  their*  prejudices  over  so 
glaring  a  truth  ;  and  should  avail  *  them¬ 
selves**  of  the  apostles  laconic  style,  and 
of  our  inattention,  to  impose  Calvin’s  pre¬ 
destination  upon  us  !  Does  not  the  con¬ 
text  demonstrate  that  St.  Paul  speaks  only 
of  God’s  predestinating  and  electing  the 
Gentiles  in  general  (and  among  them 
the  Ephesians)  to  share  the  prerogatives  of 
the  Christian  dispensation  ;  is  it  not  evi¬ 
dent,  that  as  the  unbelieving  Jews  boasted 
much  of  their  being  saved  by  the  work  of 
circumcision  through  Abraham  :  S:.  Paul 
keeps  the  believing  Gentiles  humble,  by 
reminding  them,  that  by  grace  they  were 
savi'd,  i.  e.  made  partakers  ol  the  great 
salvation  of  Christians,  through faxih  :  and 
that  not  of  themselves,  nor  of  iheir  fore¬ 
fathers  ;  it  was  the  gift  of  God,  not  of 
works,  not  of  circumsision  or  Mosaiccer- 
lest  any  of  them  should  boast  like 
the  Jews,  who,  by  their  fatal  glorying  in 
Abraham  and  in  themselves,  h  ?d  hardened 
their  hearts  sgainst  Christs  Gospel,  and 
brought  God’s  curse  upon  their  church 
and  nation  \ 

This  being  premised,  I  present  the  rea¬ 
der  with  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  gen¬ 
uine  sense  of  the  chapter,  upon  which 
“  Calvinists’*  found  “  their”  doctrine  of  an 
absolutCy  particular  aud  personal  election 
of  some  men  to  eternal  life  and  glory.* — 

^  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us 
(Jews  and  Gentilcsy  who  do  not  put  the 
word  of  his  grace  from  us  and  reject  his 
gracious  counsel  against  ourailves)  with 
all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  {things) 
in*  Christ;  according  as  he  hath  chosen 
us  {Jews  and  Gentiles)  in  him  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  that  we  {Jews  and 
Gentiles)  should  be  holy,  and  without 
blame  before  him  in  love  {as  all  Chris- 
tians  ought  to  be  :)  Having  predesti¬ 
nated  us  {Jews  and  Gentiles )  unto  ll.c 
adoption  of  children  by  Jesus  Christ  to 
himself,  according  to  Ihe  good  pleasure  of 
his  will,  by  which  he  hath  made  both 
( Jews  and  Gentiles)  one,  and  hath  broken 
down  the  middle  wall  of  partition  between 
us  ;  making  in  himself  of  twain  (/.  e.  Je%vs- 
and  Gentiles)  one  new  man,  (f.  c.  one  new 
ecclesiastical  body^  which  is  at  unity  in 
itself,  though  it  be  composed  ef  Jews  and 
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Gcntileii  nvho  nvere  before  oupfioncd  to  be 
absolutely  irreconcilable,  Eph.  ii  — 14.)— 
{^And  this  he  hath  done)  to  the  praise  of  the 
glory  of  his  grace,  wherein  he  hath  made 
us  (^Jewa  and  Gentiles,  equally)  accepied 
in  the  beloved  ;  in  whom  we  (Jews  itf  Gen^ 
tiles)  have  redemption  through  his  blood, 
(he  forgiveness  of  sins,  according  to  the 
riches  of  his  grace  ;  wherein  he  hath 
abounded  to  us  [Jews  and  Gentiles)  io  all 
wisdom  and  prudence  :  having  made  known 
unto  us  {^Jetus  and  Gentiles )  the  mystery 
of  his  will,  according  to  his  good  pleasure, 
which  he  hath  purposed  in  himself  :  that 
in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times 
(i.  e.  under  his  last  disfiensation^  which  is 
the  Christian)  he  might  gather  together  in 
one,  all  things  in  Christ,  both  which  are  in 
heaven,  (i.  c.  angels  and  glorified  saints) 
and  which  arc  on  earth,  (i.  c.  Jews  Gen¬ 
tiles)  even  in  him  [who  is  the  head  of  all  :) 
In  whom  aNo  ue  Jews  and  Gentiles  have 
obtained  [through  faith)  a  [common)  inher¬ 
itance  being  [equally)  predesiinated  [to 
share  the  blessings  of  (he  Ch  istian  disfien- 
sation)  according  to  the  purpose  of  him,  who 
wtTketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  His 
own  [gracious)  will  :  that  we  (Jews)  who 
piRSTtnisted  in  Christ  [for  the  first  Gos- 
pet  •^ffer  was  always  made  to  the  Jews  :  and 
the  FIRST  Christian  Church  was  entirely 
composed  of  Jews  :  compare  Acts  ii. — 5. 
w*th  -^cts  iii.  —  26,  and  xiii. — 46  )  that  we 
(Jews  I  say)  should  be  to  the  praise  of  his 
glory,  who  first  trusted  in  Christ  ;  in 
whom  YE  [Gentiles)  also  trusted,  after  tliat 
ye  heard  the  word  ol  truth,  the  Gospel 
of  your  salvation  :  in  whom  also,  pistcu- 
santes.  having  believed,  ye  were  scaled  [as 
well  a>  we)  with  that  Holy  Spirit  of  prom¬ 
ise,  which  is  the  earnest  of  our  [common) 
inhcritaoce,  8cc.  Wherefore,  I  also,  after 
I  heard  of  your  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 
&c.  cease  not  to  give  thanks  for  you  in  my 
prayers  ;  that.  Sec.  ye  may  know  what  is 
the  hope  of  his  calling  [of  you  Gentiles) 
and  what  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his  in¬ 
heritance  in  the  saints  :  (i.  c.  in  them  that 
obey  the  heavenly  calling,  whether  they  be 
Jews  or  Gentiles.)  Eph  i. — 3.  18. 

This  ea^y  exposition  is  likewise  confir¬ 
med  by  the  beginning  of  the  next  chapter. 
“  And  you  { Gentiles)  who  were  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins,  wherein  in  time  past 
ye  walked  according  to,  &c.  the  spirit  that 
now  workcih  in  the  children  of  disobedi¬ 
ence,  among  whom  we  all  [Jews  aiid  Gen¬ 
tiles)  had  our  conversation  in  lime  past. 
See.  (see  Rom.  i.  ii.)  You  [I  say.,  and  us) 
God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy  [towards  all) 


for  his  great  love  wlierewitli  he  loved  us 
[Jews  and  Gentiles)  hath  quickened  us 
together  with  Christ  :  By  gr^ce  ye  arc 
saved  [through  faith  as  well  as  we  :  That 
/.9,  yc  are  saved  by  the  free  grace  of  God 
God  in  Christ,  as  the  first  cause  ;  and 
by  your  believing  the  Gospel  of  Christy 
which  is  GRACE  and  truth,  John  i. — 17. 
as  the  SECOND  cause) — For  through  him, 
WE  BOTH  [Jews  and  Gentiles)  have  access 
by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father.*'  Eph.  ii. — 
1.  5.  18. 

In  Ephesians  i.  the  apostle  makes  known 
to  the  Ephesians  the  mystery  of  God’s 
will,  who  purposed  in  himself,  predestina¬ 
ted^  or  resi.lved,  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  that,  in  the  dispensation  of  the 
fulness  of  times^  he  would  gather  together 
in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  and  call  the 
Gentiles,  as  well  as  the  Jews,  to  partake  of 
the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  by  faith. 

Flttchers  Checks,  VoL  3.;;.  138.  Kc, 

Arguments  against  an  irresittable  or  unfrustra- 
bit  gracty  necessary  to  the  conversion  of  a  sinner. 

If  man  be  purely  passive  in  the  whole 
work  of  his  conversion,  and  it  can  only  be 
wrought  in  him  by  an  irresistible  act  of 
God  upon  him,  then  can  nothing  be  requi¬ 
red. as  a  preparation,  or  a  prerequisite  to 
conversion  ;  for  either  that  prerequisite  is 
something  to  be  done  on  our  part  in  order 
to  God’s  irresistible  act  or  it  is  not  :  if 
nothing  is  to  be  done  on  our  part  in  order 
to  the  work,  no  preparation  can  be  requi¬ 
site  in  order  to  it ;  if  any  thing  is  to  be  done 
on  our  part,  it  is  certain  that  we  are  not 
purely  passive  in  the  whole  work  of  our 
regeneration,  since  he  that  must  prepare 
himself  for  his  conversion,  must  act  in  or¬ 
der  to  it.  Now  as  all  God’s  exhortations 
to  men  to  consider  and  turn  unto  ihe  Lord, 
demonstrate,  that  this  consideration  is  a 
prerequisite  to  conversion,  so  the  parable 
of  the  seed  sown  shews,  (I  )  Negatively, 
that  the  word  becomes  unfruitful,  either 
because  men  do  not  at  all  attend  to  if,  or 
because  they  are  diverted  from  that  atten¬ 
tion  by  the  intervening  cares  and  pleasures 
of  the  world,  which  break  off  that  atten¬ 
tion,  or  are  affrighted  from  it  by  the  fears 
of  suffering  ;  and  ( J)  i  ffirmatively,  that  it 
becometh  fruitful  by  being  ‘  received  into 
a  good  and  honest  heart.'  And  sure  Ihe 
devil  must  be  a  fool,  according  to  this  doc¬ 
trine,  when  he  comes  to  ‘  take  away  the 
word  out  of  men^s  hearts,  lest  they  should 
believe  and  be  saved (  if  that  word  could 
have  no  influence  upon  men  to  salvation, 
when  it  was  not  attended  wiih  an  unfrustra- 


KVANGELICAL  LUMINAKT. 


38 


ble  aFsistance ;  and  where  it  was  so,  all  his 
attempts  to  hinder  the  believing  of  it  to 
salvation,  must  be  vain. 

Were  such  an  irresistable  power  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  conversion  of  a  sinner,  no  man 
could  be  converted  sooner  than  he  is,  be¬ 
cause  before  this  irresistible  action  came 
upon  him  he  could  not  be  converted,  and 
when  it  came  upon  him  he  could  not  choose 
but  be  converted  ;  and  therefore  no  man 
could  reasonably  be  blamed  that  he  lived 
so  long  in  his  impenitent  or  unconverted 
Slate.  And  then  God  must  unreasonably 
make  these  enquiries,  ‘  how  long  refuse  ye 
to  keep  my  commandments  ?  (Ex.  xvi.  28,) 
how  long  will  ihis  people  provoke  me  ?  how 
long  will  il  be  ere  ihey  believe  me  ?  (Num. 
xiv.  1 1 .)  How  long,  ye  simple  oues,  will  ye 
love  simplicity,  and  the  scorners  delight  in 
scorning,  and  the  fools  hate  knowledge  ? 
(Prov.  i. — 22.)  O  Jenisalem,  wash  thyself 
from  wickedness  that  tliou  mayest  be  saved! 
How  long  shall  thy  vain  thoughts  lodge 
within  thee  ?  (Jerem.  iv. — 14.)  And  again, 
O  Jerusalem,  wilt  thou  not  be  made  clean, 
when  shall  it  once  be  i  (Jcr.  xiii. — 27.) — 
Seeing  none  of  these  changes  could  be 
wrought  within  them,  till  he  was  pleased 
to  afford  the  irresistible  impulse  :  And 
then  it  would  net  be  praise-worthy  in  them, 
or  any  other  person,  that  they  were  then 
converted  ,  it  being  not  in  their  power  than 
to  be  otherwise,  since  an  uufiustrable  ope¬ 
ration  is  that  which  no  man  can  frustrate. 

Whitby  on  the Jic2  points^  p,  226. 

SCRIPTURE  EXPOSITIONS. 
Ephesians  i.  19,  20. 

The  exceeding  greatness  of  his  fio^tver. 
Some  interpret  these  two  verses  of  the  pow¬ 
er  of  God,  working  faith  in  believers,  ma¬ 
king  it  equ*:!  to  that  which  cflected  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord,  and  thence  con¬ 
cluding,  that  we  are  meiely  passive  in  the 
>vhole  work  of  our  conveiVion  :  but  as  this 
power  is  not  consistent  with  persuasion 
and  a  raiiooal  choice,  and  if  it  were  exer¬ 
ted,  would  not  render  it  praise-worthy  in 
us  to  turn  to  God  ;  nor  could  it  truly  and 
properly  be  said,  that  tjc  turned,  but  only 
that  ive  *ivere  turned  to  Gcd  ;  so  is  not  this 
exposition  agreeable  to  the  words  :  for  the 
apostle  speaks  not  ot  the  power  exercised 
on  us,  to  render  us  believers  ;  but  of  llie 
power  which  shall  be  exercised  on  us,  who 
believe  already  :  nor  of  the  power  exerci¬ 
sed  upon  our  souls,  to,  raise  them  from  a 
death  in  sin  ;  but  of  the  power  to  be  exer¬ 
cised  upon  our  bodies,  to  give  them  a  glo¬ 
rious  resurrection  to  eternal  life. 


jind  nvhat  is  the  exceeding  grea  tnesso 
his  /lower  towards  us.  The  apostle  doth 
not  here  pray,  that  the  Ephesians  might 
have  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation, 
that  they  might  know  the  exceeding  great¬ 
ness  of  that  power  God  had  emfiloyed  al* 
ready  in  bringing  them  to  the  faith  \  tor 
that  they  knew  already  ;  it  being  the 
mighty  power  of  those  miracles  they  had 
seen  clone  before  their  eyes,  which  induced 
the  Gentiles  to  believe  :  (Rom.  xv.  18,  19.) 
but  he  prays,  that  by  these  means  they 
might  know,  what  at  present  they  had  no 
experience  of,  viz  :  how  glorious  waa  the 
object  of  their  hope,  how  great  their  future 
inheritance,  and  how  excellent  was  the 
power  God  would  shew  in  raising  them  up 
from  the  dead,  as  he  had  done  Christ,  to 
the  enjoyment  of  it. 

Whitby^ 8  Commentary*  . 

And  calleth  unto  him  whom  he  would, 

Mark  iii.  13. 

These  words  I  lifid  much  insisted  on  to 
prove  the  doctrine  of  unconditional  election 
of  particular  persons  to  eternal  life,  which 
absolutely  has  no  more  to  do  with  any  such 
matter,  than  the  calling  of  Bezaleel  and 
Aholiuh  for  the  work  of  the  tabernacle. — 
The  call  here  meant  is  only  to  the  aposlle- 
ship,  to  which  ofTice  the  traitor  Judas  was 
called,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  twelve. — 
Those  that  deny  this,  must  maintain  that 
the  son  of  fierdition  is  gone  to  heaven. 

Hellon^s  argumsjits^  p,  169. 

Having  loved  his  own^  which  were  in  the  worlds 
he  loved  them  unto  the  end,  John  xiii.  1. 

These  words  are  alledged  to  prove,  that 
Christ  loves  none  but  the  Elect,  or  such 
as  are  predestinated  to  eternal  life,  and  those 
he  always  did  and  always  w///love.  Where¬ 
as  they  prove  no  such  thing  ;  nor  arc  they 
spoken  of  by  the  Evangelist  in  any  such 
sense.  For  nothing  can  be  plainer,  than 
that  by  his  own  here  ;  St  John  does  not 
mean  the  heirs  of  salvation  in  general,  but 
only  those  whom  he  had  chosen  out  of  the 
world  to  be  his  apostles.  And  by  the  end 
he  evidently  means  nothing  more  than  the 
end  of  his  life  ;  however  his  love  continued 
the  same  after  his  death.  For  by  the  end 
it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  eternity  is 
meant,  which  has  no  end.  Beside  that  it  is 
downright  nonsense  to  say  he  loved  them 
to  eternity  ;  for  it  is  saying  he  had  already 
done  that  which  in  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
must  be  forever  in  act. — Ibid  fi,  189. 

He  loved  them  to  the  end.,  i.  e.  To  the 
close  of  his  (Christ’s)  life,  and  shewed  this 
affection  to  them  by  washing  their  feet. — 
This  passage  therefore  can  afford  no  argu- 
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nient,  that  the  regenerate  can  never  fall 
away,  because  Christ  speaks  not  of  the 
choosing  any  to  salvation  but  only  of  those, 
whom  he  had  chosen  out  of  the  world  to 
be  his  apostles,  (xv.  19.)  nor  of  his  love  of 
them  to  the  end  of  their  lives,  but  of  his 
own. —  Whitby^B  Com. 

That  the  saying,  of  Ksaias  the  prophet  might  he 
fulfilled.  John  xii.  38. 

Because  these  and  the  following  words 
seem  to  contain  a  very  strange  and  uncom¬ 
fortable  doctrine ;  viz.  that  the  infidelity 
even  of  God’s  own  people,  is  to  be  resol¬ 
ved  not  into  the  perverseness  of  their  wills, 
or  the  evil  dispositions  of  their  hearts,  but 
into  the  Divine  predictions,  or  iutb  a  judi¬ 
cial  biindnes  and  obduration  wrought  by 
God  upon  them,  wiiich  renders  it  impossi¬ 
ble  for  them  to  believe  ;  therefore,  for  ex¬ 
plication  of  them,  let  it  be  noted, 

First,  Thai  our  blessed  Lord  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  precedent  verses,  viz.  35,  36,  doth 
passionately  exhort  these  very  persons  to 
believe  and  walk  according  to  the  light  ; 
which  is  a  certain  evidence,  our  Lord  well 
knew  his  Father  had  not,  by  any  oi  his  ac¬ 
tions  or  predictions,  made  it  impossible  for 
them  to  believe  on  him,  or  walk  according 
to  his  doctrine  ;  for  if  God  had  so  blinded 
their  eyes  that  they  could  not  see  the  light, 
or  so  hardened  their  hearts  that  they  could 
not  embrace  it,  Christ  would  not  seriously 
have  exhorted  them  to  believe,  or  walk 
according  to  it,  and  that  so  efTectually,  that 
they  might  become  the  children  of  light  ; 
for  every  exhortation  to  do  a  thing  we 
know  to  be  impossible  must  be  vain  :  and 
he  who,  by  it,  seems  to  be  desirous  we 
should  do  that,  which  he  knows  wc  cannot, 
must  delude  us  ;  and  if  he  knows  that  God 
hath  by  some  antecedent  action  rendered 
the  thing  impossible  to  be  done,  it  must 
also  be  an  exhortation  repugnant  to  the 
will  of  God  :  now  it  is  blasphemy  to  say 
the  exhortations  of  the  Son  of  God  were 
vain,  delusory,  or  contrary  to  his  Father’s 
will.  Moreover  our  Saviour  knew  the 
Jews  were  capable  of  mercy  and  salvation 
by  him,  for  he  expressly  says,  God  sent 
liim  into  the  world,  that  the  world  by  him 
might  be  saved,  John  iii.  17  he  makes  this 
declaration,  •  these  thifigs  say  1  unto  you 
that  ye  might  be  saved,’  John  v.  34.  and 
this  inquiry,  ‘  how  oft  would  I  have  gath¬ 
ered  you,  and  you  would  not  V  Luke  xiii. 
34.  and  says,  ‘ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that 
ye  may  have  life,’  John  v.  40.  God  him- 
selt  would  not  have  his  words  so  misun¬ 
derstood,  as  if  he  were  unwilling  that  the 
♦fews  should  believe,  or  bad  by  any  of  his 


actions  rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to 
do  so,  for  ‘this  was  his  commandment^ 
that  they  should  believe  on  him  whom  he 
had  sent,  John  vi.  29.  and  why  sent  he  his 
son  ‘  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was 
lost,  even  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of 
Israel,  had  he  not  truly  been  desirous  that 
they  should  believe  ?  The  Evangelist  also 
and  that  good  spirit  by  which  he  did  indite 
these  words  did  not  thus  understand  them  ; 
for  he  objects  this  to  the  Jews  as  their 
great  crime,  ver.  37.  that  ‘  though  Christ 
liad  done  so  many  miracles  among  them, 
yet  they  believed  not  on  him  whereas  it 
can  be  no  man’s  sin  not  to  do  what  he  can¬ 
not  do  purely  by  reason  of  the  act  of  God. 
These  words  must  therefore,  have  some 
other  sense,  than  at  first  view  they  seem 
to  bear. 

Secondly,  observe,  that  God’s  foreknowl¬ 
edge,  sayings  and  predictions,  have  no 
such  influence  on  the  will  of  man,  as  to  lay 
on  him  a  necessity  to  do  what  he  foreknows 
or  hath  foretold  he  will  do  :  for  were  it 
otherwise,  (I.)  all  human  actions  must  be 
necessary  ;  for  to  that  God  who  is  omnis¬ 
cient,  all  things,  both  past,  and  present  and 
to  come,  are  known  :  if  then  this  knowl¬ 
edge  of  men’s  actions,  which  the  scripture 
so  plainly  doth  ascribe  to  God,  did  make 
them  necessary,  all  human  actions  must  be 
necessary  and  so  the  freedom  of  them  must 
be  overthrown.  (2.)  Then  vice  and  virtue 
must  be  only  empty  names,  we  being  capa¬ 
ble  of  doing  nothing  which  is  blameworthy, 
or  dcserveth  praise  ;  for  who  can  blame  a 
person  for  doing  only  what  he  could  net 
help;  or  judge  him  worthy  of  applause, 
wiiO  cloeth  that  only  which  he  canuot  avoid  ? 
And  (3)  then  must  all  future  recemnenses 
be  discarded,  it  being  visibly  unjust  to  pun¬ 
ish  any  man  for  that  which  it  was  never  in 
his  power  to  avoid  ;  and  as  unreasonable 
to  reward  him  for  that  action  which  cannot 
be  praiseworthy.  We  know  that  an  Al¬ 
mighty  God  is  able  so  powerfully  to  work 
upon  the  hearts  of  men,  as  to  convert  them 
to  himself;  and  it  is  natural  to  conceive, 
that  a  good  God,  is  ready  to  do  all  which 
lie  sees  proper  for  that  end ;  since,  then 
in  some  regurd  it  nitisl  be  true  that  ‘  God 
would  have  all  men  to  be  saved,’  what  an¬ 
swer  can  be  given  to  that  inquiry,  ‘  why  are 
not  all  men  actually  saved  ?*  but  this — that 
the  Divine  wisdom  does  not  see  it  fit  to 
lay  restraints  upon  tlicii*  actions,  and  to  ne¬ 
cessitate  ihcir  wills  to  a  compliance  with 
his  calls  and  invitations  to  turn  to  him — 
this  answer!  believe  is  true  ;  but  thru  it  is 
an  evidence  that  God  hutli  never  by  bis 
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prescience  or  his  predictions,  laid  such  re¬ 
straints  upon  man’s  actious. 

When  then  it  is  said  here,  *  Therefore 
they  could  not  believe,  becauseEsaias  said;’ 
these  words  must  bear  this  sense  :  There¬ 
fore  they  could  not  believe,  that  was  fulBIl- 
cd  upou  them  which  Esaias  said,  or  it  had 
hat)pened  to  them  as  he  had  fortold  :  So  xv. 
—  24,  25.  They  have  hated  me  and  my 
Father,  (all*  ina  /ilerothc  o  logosy)  but  that 
the  word  might  be  fulfilled  :  i.  e.  but  this 
hath  happened  to,  or  been  done  by,  theni, 
that  what  was  written  in  their  law  might  be 
fulfilled,  viz.  they  hated  me  without  a 
cause  \  and  (his  is  the  exposition  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  who,  Matt,  xiii,  13,  14,  saith, 
from  the  mouth  of  Christ,  Therefore  speak 
I  to  them  in  parables,  because  they  seeing, 
see  not:  and  in  them  is  fulfilled  the  pro¬ 
phecy  of  Isaiah,  Their  eyes  have  they  clos¬ 
ed,  &c. — Ibid. 

And  xn  very  deed  for  this  cause  have  I  raised 
thee  up^for  to  shew  in  thee  my  power  ;  and  that 
my  name  may  be  declared  throughout  all  the  earth. 

Exodus,  ix.  16, 

And  in  very, deed  for  this  cause  have  I 
raised  thee  up.  In  the  Hebrew  the  words 
are,  *  I  have  made  thee  stand  .that  is, 
preserved  thee  alive^  when  the  pestilence 
would  have  cut  thee  ofT^  as  the  murrain 
did  thy  cattle,  il  I  had  not  kept  thee  from 
perishing  then,  that  I  might  destroy  thee 
io  a  more  remarkable  manner.  And  thus 
the  LXX.  understood  it,  when  (hey.  trans¬ 
lated  it  (dikterethes)  “  thou  hast  been 
preserved,”  that  is.  from  destruction.  With 
which  the  apostle  agrees, though  he  doth  not 
here  follow  their  translation^  (exegeira) 

I  have  raised  thee,”  i.  c.  from  the  lore¬ 
going  sickness,  (Rom.  ix.  17  )  spared  thee 
in  the  midst  of  malignant  ulsers. 

For  to  shew  in  ihcc  my  power.  By 
sending  more  dreadful  plagues  upon  him  ^ 
and  at  last  overwhelming  him  in  the  sea. 

And  that  my  name  may  be  declared 
throughout  all  the  earth.  If  Pharaoh  and 
his  people  had  all  p>erished  by  the  pesti¬ 
lence,  when  the  cattle  did^  or  died  when 
smitten  with  blains ;  the  terror  of  God’s 
powerful  displeasure  had  not  been  so  visi¬ 
ble  to  ail  the  world,  as  it  was  in  overthrow¬ 
ing  the  whole  strength  of  Egypt  in  the 
Red  Sea. — Dr.  Patrick’s  Com. 


ing  any  mention  made  of  the  Lutheran 
Ciiurch,  I  think  it  would  be  pleasing  to 
some  of  your  readers,  to  have  some  know¬ 
ledge  of  it 

The  following  is  a  statement^  collected 
from  a  late  census  taken  in  Germany— from 
Morse’s  Gazetteer—tlie  Cyclopaedia  and 
the  records  of  the  several  Synods  of  said 
church. 

LUTHERANS. 

12,000,000 
5  600,000 
2,500,000 
1,100,000 
800,000 
1,800,000 
3,000,000 

500,000 


Total,  27,300,000 

In  the  United  States,  the  Lutherans  have 
five  Synods— the  Synod  ot  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Carolina 
and  Ohio, — 175  Clergymen  attached  to  the 
respective  Synods,  and  about  20  or  25,  who 
call  themselves  independent  Lutheran  min¬ 
isters.  The  number  of  Congregations  in 
the  United  States  is  computed  to  be  900. 

The  whole  number  of  Protestants  in  the 
world  being  computed  to  be  about  56,000,- 
000;  il  would  appear,  the  Lutheran  body 
is  as  numerous  as  all  the  other  Protestant 
denominations  and  sects  taken  together. 

A  Passionate  Temper,  renders  a  man 
unfit  for  advice,  deprives  him  of  his  rea¬ 
son,  robs  him  of  at  I  that  is  great  or  noble 
in  his  nature ;  makes  him  unfit  tor  conver¬ 
sation,  destroys  friendship,  changes  justice 
into  cruelty,  and  turns  ail  order  into  con¬ 
fusion. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
THEOPHrLus”  is  received,  and  shall 
be  inserted  in  our  next  number. 

Several  other  communications  are  on 
file  for  insertion. 

“  X  Y.  Z”  is  inadmissible. 


In  Germany  there  arc 
Io  the  Prussian  dominions^ 
In  Russia, 

In  France, 

In  Hungary, 

In  the  Danish  dominions, 

In  the  Swedish,  do. 

In  the  Netherlands, 
England,  Switzerland, 
East  Indies,  Sec. 


FROM  THE  ORACLE  OF  DAUPHIN. 

.Yr.  Editor^ 

Seeing  io  some  late  religious  and  politi¬ 
cal  papers,  an  account  of  Congregations 
and  Clergymen,  bcloogiog  to  the  ti.ffcient 
denominations  oi  Christians  ;  but  nut  find¬ 
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